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Justice Report Clears FBI of Complicit y 

3 robe df King Assassination 
Thorough. Task Force Says 



By Jerry Oppenheiroer 

; Washington Star Slaff Writer 

ThevJustice Department concluded 1 
in a report released today that the 
FBI conducted a thorough investiga- 
tion of the 1963 assassination of Dr. . 
Martin Luther King Jr. and was not 
implicated in the murder of the civil 
rights leader. .- * • . ■ , --- u; 

The 149-page report, submitted by 
a Justice Department task force 
after an eight-month review of FBI- 
files and interviews- with witnesses, 
found that the agency’s investigation 
was painstaking and successful. ; 

The task force also “found no evi- 
dence? of any 'Complicity’’, ;im the 
assassination by the FBI or the Mem- 
phis, Tenn.,, police department, the 
report said. ' \ 

King~was shot on a motel balcony 
in Memphis on April 4, 1968..; James 
EarfeRay,was arrested and pleaded 



guilty-to the crime and is now serv- 
ing a life sentence in Tennessee. 

THE REPORT SAID that the i 
“sum of all the evidence of Ray’s! 
guilt points to him so exclusively that 
it most effectively makes the point] 
that no one else was involved.” ~ ^ 

.-The investigators, . however, con- • 
ceded the possibility that “someone : 
could conceivably have provided him 
(Ray) with logistics, or even paid, 
him to commit the crime. However,; 
we have found no competent eviJ 
dence upon which to base such aH 

theory.” .v. jj 

; According to a summary of the re -:'j 
port, the only new evidence that was*! 
developed related to details that did: 
...not affect Jhe.. ultimate conclusion! 
v : that Ray was the murderer.,;^ . 

The task force found that there! 
raay bavp beeii.an arguable basis for! 

•• . See KING, A-*- 
the FBI to start a security mvestiga-^ 
tion of King|but said that this invest 
tigation should ' have been ended in; 
1963 and,. not- continued^untiT f King!s? 
death five years later. 

The intensive harassment and' sur- 
veillance of* the black civil rights- 
leader instigated ; by the late FBI j 
Director J. Edgar Hoover were found" 
to be clearlyumproper, but the task 
force recommended agaist prosecu- 
tion of anyone involved., ; 

THE REPORT; NOTED that 
ver and some of his top lieutenants, 
are dead and other top aides involved: 
are retired and added: . . 

“They are beyond the reach of 
disciplinary . action. The few bureau* 
personnel who had anything to do^j 
with the King security, investigation^ 
and who are still in active service did; 
not make command decisions andi 
merely followed orders.”**. : < 4 

; The investigation of the FBI’s ac^ 
tiohs in the ease was conducted by a5 
task, force of- fivefattorneys ; and two^ 



research analysts and was directed 
by Michael E. Shaheen Jr., head of 
the department’s Office-of Profes- 
sional Responsibility/ The task force 
reviewed more than 200,000 docu- 
ments from FBI headquarters and 
field office ’ files and interviewed 
some 40 witnessess in a study of the 
King case. 

The review was ordered last April 
26 by then-Atty. Gen. Edward H. Levi 
after a five-month preliminary re- 
view by the department’s Civil 
Rights Division. 

That review, also found no evidence 
that, the FBI handling of the investi- 
gation was not thorough and honest 
or that there were FBI links to King’s 
assassination. ^ , v - ;* 

RECOMMENDATIONS submitted 
by the task force included one for 
tighter . supervision of the bureau’s 
domestic intelligence activities and 
another for outright prohibition of the 
counterintelligence program-type ac- 
tivities against domestic, intelligence- 
subjects . that were reflected in the 
King harassment campaign.- 

. Regarding its conclusion that Ray: 
was the lone assassin of King, the re-' 
port said, ”It seems clear that Ray’ 
openly displayed a strong racist atti- 
tude towards blacks. While in prison 
Ray stated he would kill Dr: King if: 
given the opportunity and Ray was: 
prepared to threaten or attack black! 
persons . . . for apparently a racial’' 
reason.” ■ , 

The report* said* these events occur- 
red before the assassination ~and “doj 
not illustrate a single, conclusive mo-; 
tive.’y But, the report continued,’ 
“Ray s apparent hatred for the civil 
rights leader, his possible yearning 
for recognition and a desire^ for a; 
potential, quick profit may have„ as ai 



whole, provided sufficient •'impetus 
for him. to act, and to act alone,” 

Ray’s- .“stipulated judicial confes-1 
sion to 'the slaying of King- “com-! 
ports in detail with the. facts , dis- 
closed by the investigation and thel 
failure of the self-serving stories per- 
suasively undermines the 'likelihood- 
of any conspiracy,!’ the report said. - , 

IT DID SAY that the FBI failed to ' 
follow.a lead ^suggesting that one or 
boUi' of Ray's brothers helped him es- 
cape, from the Missouri State Prison ' 
in 1967. 

.This- fact,- the.;repqrt said; was not '; 
unearthed until after Ray's capture 
in England , on June 8,r 1968. The re- - 
port said' it was ■ then . apparently - 
deemed a , lead made “sterile” by i 
supervening events. In hindsight, the ■! 
report continued, the task force be- J 
heves Ray’s brothers - “could have I 
been effectively interrogated further ; 
to learn their knowledge, if any, o£4 
Rays plans, .his finance's and 1 
whether they helped hrm after King's -i 
death.’* , • ; 

From the date of the assassination, i 
the FBI received “literally scores” i 
of leads concerning alleged conspira- ; 
cies involved in. the murder, the re- ■ 
port said. ■ 

These, stories’ “involved' the widest 1 

range of - perpetrators and partici- 
pants, as well as motives. To the 
extent that these leads were pursued 
the bureau was put-in the rather difH 
ficult position -of --conducting an 
investigation which ranged far be- i 
yond the concrete evidence that had < 
already been obtained,!’- the report: 
said.. , J, 

The report said, that because of i 
Kmg s [prominence,, the -possibilities] 



of conspiracy were numerous • and | 
“consequently the bureau’s credibil- 
ity would necessarily be strained, .- 
given its past relationship with the; 
civil rights leader, unless each story 
was disproved. Yet the bureau at-i 
tempted to Cover each lead. ” 1 

^ . ; 

“THE INVESTIGATION has! 
failed to reveal any connection be- 
tween any alleged conspirator and- 
conspirators and. Ray including those! 
alleged by Ray himself,” the report 
continued. . , 

The report also disclosed that the 
task force turned up- instances of 

reluctance” on the part of FBI! 
headquarters to provide the Justice^ 
Department with “timely reports” 
on the course of the assassination! 
probe. , . , , . , ^ 

. “The bureau files, reflect a signifi- 
cant degree of disdain for the suoer- 
visory responsibilities of the attorney 
general and the operating divisions 
oi the Justice Department,” the re- 
port said. 

The investigators declared that be- 
cause of the sensitivity of the case 
Justice Department officials “should 
have been consulted” by the FBI, 
‘The task force views this lack of 
coordination and cooperation as 
highly improper,” the report said. . 




